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The beginning of the 19th century saw the definite separation of the medical discourse from the Enlightened public discourse on the knowledge of human nature. Especially in the emerging field of psychiatry new definitions of the interaction between somatic and psychic processes occurred. In this context the psychiatric "moral treatment" (psychische Kurmethode) meant a direct therapeutical intervention into these processes. Pain as a heroic means that worked directly on the nerve-system gained a key role to restore the mad patient's lost consciousness of the self. This physiological concept of pain, mainly represented by Johann Christian Reil who operated in a new space of medical knowledge, came into conflict with changing attitudes and a new sensitivity of the middle classes to corporal punishment and violence at the beginning of the 19th century.